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BOROUGH  OP  CimiSTCHTJRGH, 

2^^ E^I:E[^ICAL  OFPIGPH  OF  KHIALTH  FOR  1946  ♦ 

To  THs  Mayor,  Aldermen  and.  Jiirgesees 
of  tlie  Borougli  of  Christchurch. 


Geiitlem.en, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  eighteenth  Annual  Report  for 
the  Borough  of  Ghri stchiu’ch  which  is  for  the  year  1946. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the 
Minister  of  Health,  this  report  is  again  submitted  3.n  crirtailed 
form,  in  viev(r  of  the  need  for  strict  economy  in  the  use  of  paper 
and  owing  to  the  continued  increased  pressure  placed  upon  my 
Department. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  COKDITIOHBi;. 

Detailed  information  togethor  vdth  many  tables  bearing 
upon  vital  statistics  and  sociological  circumstances  is  to  be  found 
in  all  my  Annual  Reports  up  to  the  year  1939. 


PUBLIC  liEALTH  0FFIGBR3;_ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Dr.  C.  Conyers  Morrell, D .P  .II. 
Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  P.  le  V.  Friend,  M.H.  San.I., 

■ IvI.R.I.P.H.H. 

Additional  Sanitary  - Mr.  A.P.  Saunders,  M.S.I.A. 
Inspector 

Contributions  to  the  sa.lcirios  of  the  above  officials  oirc  made  under 
the  Public  ?dcaith  Acts. 

ERTR/'vCTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  liE:.A.R  1946; 


Area  (in  acres)  - 5,198. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Population  at  the  mid-3'ear,  1946 
for  purposG  of  vital  statistics  - 17,760. 


Live  Births 

To.ta.1 

Male  3 

Legitimate 

303 

168 

Illegitimate 

26 

13 

Birth  Rato  per  1,000 

of  the 

estimated  population 

Still  Births 

Total 

Males 

Legitimate 

10 

5 

IliogitimatG 

1 

1 

Females 


135 

10 


Females 


5 


Rato  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  - 32.3* 

Deatlis  Total  Males  Fomalos 

218  110  108 
Death  Rato  por  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  - 12.3. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  - 0. 
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Deauh  Rato  of  Infanta  under  one  year  of  q.p;o  9 
All  infants  por  1,000  llvo  binths  - 39,5 t 

Lesltinato  infants  per  1,000  logitiraato  live  births  - 35«0. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  - 38«5. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  - 34. 

Deaths  from  Heasles  (all  ages)  - 0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  - 1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  ago)  - 2* 

Cancer  accounted  for  15.0  por  cent  of  all  deaths.  There  wore 
during  1943,  34  deaths  attributed  to  this  cause,  of  which  18  wore 
males  and  16  females,  4 cases  of  Suicide  were  reoerdod. 

5 deaths  occurred  duo  to  Road  Traffic  Accidents,  and  5 mcro  due 
to  other  violent  causes. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  13  being 
7 males  and  6 females.  Of  theso  G deaths  were  attributable  to 
prematurit^r  or  congenital  defect. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  FIVE  YE/'xRS.  1942,  TO  1946; 
Borough  of  Christchurch,  and  fci-  Eiggland.  and  Wales# 


Chri  st  church, En gland_  and  ;.7al e s » 


• 

• 

Year  s . 3,R, 

0 

• 

D ,R  , . 

9 ■* 

• 

? B.Rc  s D.R, 

C 

I.MoR.  • 

1942  ; 17o5 

13-,3 

e ^ 

30  ^ 1598  : 11,6 

49 

1943  : 19,7 

15,1 

48  ; 16c5  s 12,1 

49 

1944  ; 22.3 

14  c2 

30  ; lVj6  s 11,6 

46 

1945  1 18,3 

llo7 

06  •,  16.1  : 11.4 

46 

1943  ; 18.5  s 

12,3 

39  : 19,1  : 11.5 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  tinn  Tuberculosis)  during':  tho  year  1945 • 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 

to  Hospital* 

Total 

Deaths  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

16 

0 

IiHio oping  Gough 

30 

1 

1 

Measles 

264 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

12 

0 

5 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

4 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

2 

0 

Relapsing  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3. 

0 

0 

TUBJRCUL03I3  - Now  cases  a nd  mo  r'*'-a  1 i t d_nrln£  1946 

New  c a 3 c s D c a t lis 


Respiratory  15  g 

Non-respirator y 3 1 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  has  boon  satisfactory.  There  Is 

no  Gvidonce  of  excessive  incidence,  or  mortality,  from  Tuberculosis 
in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  area. 


WATER  3UPFLY:. 

Apart  fror.i  a fow  very  outlj’^ing  dv/ollings  the  whole  of  the 
Borough  ia  served  by  Mains  of  the  7/est  Hanpshire  Y/ater  Company* 

The  source  of  supply  is  the  river  Avon  and  complete  purification  is 
attained  at  the  Company’s  works.  To  ensure  absolute  safety,  final 
purification  is  obtained  by  Chloramine  treatment*  Occasional 
complaints  have  boon  made  to  me  of  slight  taste  of  clilorine  in  the 
water,  especially,  for  example,  was  this  the  case  du,ring  tiie  early 
part  of  the  present  year.  During  that  time  the  exceptional  severe 
storms  had  the  effect  of  sei’ioaisly  disturbing  the  river  bedj  in 
consequence,  in  view  of  possible  disturbance  of  filter  beds  and 
exceptional  strain  tlirown  upon  them,  in  order  to  ensure  absolute 
bacteriological  puritjr  of  water  cliloramino  treatment  was  temporarily 
enhanced*  It  is  at  such  times  that  a slight  taste  of  chlorine 
may  possibly  bo  noticed,  wlxich  if  objected  to  can  easily  be  removed 
by  boiling.  TMa  very  occasional  increased  chloramine  treatment 
is  unr[ues tionably  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  absolute  safety 
at  all  times  ensured  to  the  consumer.  Tho  West  Hampshire  Y/ater 
Company  now  supplies  an  area  of  about  225  square  miles  of  the 
County  of  Hampshire  catering  for  a population  of  over  80,000  and 
I am  able  to  record  that  at  no  tine  since  its  inaijq’iuration  in  the 
jGo.r  1893  has  there  over  been  any  case  of  illness  attributable 
to  conaumption  of  v;ater  supplied  by  this  Company, 

The  supply  is  constant,  of  the  highest  degree  of  chemical 
and  bacteriological  purity,  is  of  moderate  liardness,  has  no 
p]^to‘raolvcnt  action,  and  is  ontiroly  free  from  metals* 

SANITYiRH  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA; 

A detailed  report  tes  been  submitted  to  you  by  your  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  P,  le  V*  Friend,  of  the  v^ork  carried  out 
by  him  during  the  year  1946, 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  tho  year 
was  3828,  an  increase  of  1343  upon  those  of  1945.  This  considerable 
increase  is  In  large  part  accounted  for  by  tlie  appointment  during 
the  year  of  Mr.  Saunders  as  an  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  a 
staff  appointment  which  has  long  boon  highly  desirable  and  necessary, 
not  oiily  in  view  of  the  considerable  increase  in  tho  population  of 
^’’our  Borough  but  also  on  account  of  the  many  additional  heavy 
responsibilitios  in  connection  with  civil  building  and  housing 
and  nucxrous  other  natters  which  in  recent  years  have  become  the 
obligation  of  the  Sanitaig’’  Department.  In  my  opinion  a further 
increase  of  staff  is  essential,  a matter  which  I understand  is 
meeting  v/ith  your  acquiescence* 

Mr.  Friend’s  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1946  covers  so  wide 
a field  and  is  so  replete  v/ith  terse  criticism,  sound  judgomont, 
and  technical  advice  on  matters  of  the  utmost  iraportanco,  not  only 
with  regard  to  the  present  but  also  to  tho  future  well-being  and 
prosperity  of  your  Borough,  that  I most  strongly  urgo  all  membors 
of  your  Council  to  study  his  Report  with  great  diligence  and  to 
keep  it  by  them  for  future  ready  reference* 

COirTAMINATIQN  OF  FOOD  3TUFF3; 

I particularly  draw  you:a  attention  to  Mr*  Friend’s  remarks 
and  suggestions  anont  dangerous  exposure  and  unhygienic  handling 
of  foods  in  sliops,  unsatisfactory  modes  of  milk  delivery,  and  the 
risk  of  infection  arising  through  the  use  of  cracked  and  chipped 
china,-’:/arc  in  restaurants. 

Y/ith  regard  to  the  first  of  these  this  country  lias 
unfortunately  largely  failed  to  follov;  tho  excellent  lead  given 
in  some  otlior  countries,  a matter  all  the  more,  deplorable  since 
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tliroupliout  the  last  century  and  even  during  the  earl^’'  years  of  the 
present  century  England  held  the  place  of  pioneer  and  led  the  viray 
in  wise  sanitary  legislation  and  practice,  a position  which 
unfortunately  she  has  now  largely  lost.  Indeed,  much  of  the 

recent  leglislation,  the  declared  intent  of  which  is  botterncnt  of 
the  conditions  under  v/hich  all  sections  of  the  people  shall  live, 
nust  to  an  appreciable  extent  become  ineffective  and  abortive  unloss 
it  is  accompanied  by  adeci.uato  leglislation  devised  to  guard  against 
dangers  to  health  and  life  accruing  from  unhygienic  exposure, 
handling,  and  treatment  of  food-stuff s upon  which  the  health  and 
virility  of  the  people  depends.  Even  such  a fundamental 
desideratum  as  tlic  compulsory  pasteurisation  of  all  milk  purveyed 
in  this  country  has  no  placo  in  our  leglislation,  while  goat’s  milk 
noY/  Gxtonsively  produced  and  consumed  in  this  country,  and  v/hich, 
as  I drew  attention  in  my  last  Report,  can  and  does  convey  milk-borne 
infection,  docs  not  even  fall  within  the  provisions  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Orders,  an  anomoly  savouring  of  the  paradoxes  to  bo 
found  in  Alice’s  Fifonderland. 

V/ith  regard  to  exposure  and  handling  of  food-stuffs  risk 
of  dangerous  contamination  is  only  too  obvious,  and  yet  in  groat 
past  no  adequate  leglislation  exists  to  wholly  secure  that  such 
contamination  is  rendered  impossible  or  all  but  impossible. 

ICE-CREAM: 


In  his  Report  Mr.  Eriond  at  some  length  draws  particular 
attention  to  the  danger  accruing  from  Ico -Cream,  the  demand  and 
consumption  of  which  in  recent  years  has  increased  vary  considerably, 
and  virhich  has  a very  considerable  sale  in  3rour  Borough,  Ho  gives 
an  inf ornocativo  comparative  table  of  the  legal  standard  of ;;f at -content 
and" the  far  more  important  bacteriological  standard  for  safety 
required  in  various  countries.  In  this  country  as  yet  no  finite 
definite  standard  lias  been  laid  dov/n.  The  recently  devised 
regulations  mainly  confine  themselves  to  stipulating  the  nature  of 
materials  used  and  the  processes  of  manufacture  to  be  employed  which 
include  regulations  in  respect  to  heat-treatment  and  low  temperature 
maintenance  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  safeguard  against  dangerous 
bacillar^T-  growth  of  organisms  of  the  typhoid  and  other  dangerous 
groups.  Mr.  Friend  stresses  the  danger  accruing  from  customary 
methods  of  distribution  and  retailing  of  Ice-cream,  and  In  view  of 
the  risks  of  ■serious  contamination  with  disease  producing  organisms 
of  wliat  should  be  a safo  product  provided  tho  regulations  imposed 
have  been  fully  complied  with  xn  its  manufacture  and  storage  he 
urges  that  the  product  should  only  be  sold  to  the  consumer  in  factory 
pre-packed  form,  thus  eliminating  all  risk  of  contamination  by 
caroloss  handling  etc.,  on  tho  part  of  distributors  and  retailors, 

I wholly  concur  v/ith  his  suggestion  and  would  ask  the  Minister  of 
Health  to  give  the  suggestion  his  most  careful  considoration,  as 
also  the  importance  of  registration  of  all  promises  whore  Ice-cream 
is  purveyed  other  than  those  only  where  it  is  manufactured,  and  also 
of  itinerant  vendors, 

HOUSIHG; 


The  problem  of  providing  housing  accommodation  in  your 
Borough  continues,  as  olscwhcre,  to  bo  a very  difficult  one. 

During  19-16,  3Go  persons  v/crc  rohousod,  in  addition  accoKimodation 
for  100  famllios  consisting  of  approximately  300  persons  has  boon 
proviclod  at  tho  v/ar-timo  Royal  Air  Force  Camp  at  Holmsloy  vi/hich  is 
situate  in  the  noighbouring  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and 
Pordir/gbridgo . . 


Alterations  carried  out  upon  the  Nissen  huts  at  this  Camp 
by  your  Borough  Survo^’-or  have  rendered  thorn  habitable  and  comfortable, 
and  sanitation  is  adequate,  I have  visited  and  spoken  to  occupiers 
of  those  huts  -and  thoy  have  oxprossod  themselves  as  contented  with 
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the  provisions  n?do.  Owing  to  the  soraewhat  rural  isolation  of 
this  Gamp  amonities  for  communal  entcrtainr:iGnt  and  concourse  are 
very  dosirablej  a project  for  these,  I understand,  is  rocciving 
your  attention.  This  Gamp  is  mostly  suitable  for  families  v/ho 
have  experience  and  inclination  for  life  in  rural  surroundings# 

Hr#  Friend  in  his  Report  sums  up  vory  admirably  the 
outstanding  difficultios  and  requirements  in  respect  to  tlio 
allocation  of  tho  various  typos  of  famillos  for  which  housing  can 
bo  providedo  His  remark  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  separate 
or  individual  W.G.'s  for  families  I fully  endorse#  This  is  a 
vory  osGcntial  desideratum# 

DAIRIES  AHD  C0VJ3IiED3;  SHOPS  AGTSi  DRAINAGS;  RODSHT  GOInITRCIi; 

Soo  Ghief  Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report# 

PUBLIG  GONVENIENGESt 

,I  havo  in  previous  Reports  drawn  attention  to  the  inadequacy 
of  public  conveniences  in  your  Borough.  To  some  oxtont  v;ithin 
recent  years  improvement  has  taken  place,  but  there  still  remains 
a serious  lack  of  suitable  and  sufficient  accommodation  facile  of 
access  at  a convenient  central  point  in  tho  tovm#  Promises  at 
present  provided  by  no  moans  meet  the  standard  to  bo  expected  i2i  a 
tovm  attracting  annually  thousands  of  visitors,  and  the  reputation 
of  your  town  is  likely  to  suffer  unless  stops  are  taken  to  remedy 
this  serious  defect* 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL; 

Doming  tho  year  1945  owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  other 
circurastancos  fortnightly  collection  of  household  refuse  was 
substituted  for  weekly  collection#  This  was  continued  throughout 
1946,  but  proved  vory  unsatisfactory#  In  lH^y^ch  in  tho  present 
year  it  fortunately  became  possible  to  revort  to  a weekly  collection 
v/hich  is  now  in  force# 

/ 

Tho  disposal  of  refuse  has  continued  to  be  carried  out  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Corporation  Dump  at  Stanpit  Marsh# 

This  dumping  site  was  selected  by  your  Council  in  1931  when 
your  original  Refuse  Dump  at  Q,uomp3  was  completed  and  closed# 

The  purpose  of  your  then  Council  v/as  to  reclaim,  raise  the  level, 
and  make  available  for  future  good  use  the  portion  of  water-logged 
marsliland  adjacent  to  tho  road  loading  through  Stanpit#  This  your 
Council  have  now  largely  acconpllshcd  but  unfortunately  at  times  at 
the  expense  of  anno7/‘ance  and  sometimes  serious  discomfort  of  residents 
living  in  tho  proximity.  By  them,  in  recent  years,  as  tho  bulk 
of  refuse  increased’  in  quantity,  justifiable  complaints  liavo  boon 
made,  respecting  nuisance  arising  not  only  from  obnoxious  odour, 
but  particularly  from  rat  and  fly  infestationsi  moreover,  occasiona.l 
annoyance  has  also  boon  caused  by  portions  of  the  Duj-np  becoming 
ignited  and  emitting  acrid  smoko,,  and  also  in  a lessor  degree  by 
v/aste  paper  during  periods  of  high  v/ind  being  blown  in  all  directions# 

Tix>  cause  of  these  annoyances  and  nuisances  has  boon  largely 
duo  to  tho  lack  from  time  to  time  of  sufficient  and  adequate  covering 
material,  with  tho  result  that  on  occasions  unduly  large  areas  of  tho 
face  of  the  dump  have  had  to  be  loft  uncovorod#  Wliilc  your 
Officials  havo  done  all  within  thoir  power  to  comply  with  tho 
precautions  suggested  by  the  Ministri"  of  Health  in  reapoct  of 
"controlled  tipping",  this  has  by  no  means  always  been  possible, 
with  tho  obvious  result  that  nuisance  and  at  times  sorious  nuisance 
has  arisen#  I would  press  that  no  lack  of  an  adequate  supply  of 
covering  material  should  bo  further  countenanced# 
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In  addition,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  site  hoing  on  the 
Marsh  is  accessible  from  many  points  it  has  been  no  uncomon 
thing  for  the  placo  to  be  trespassed  upon  by  unauthorised  persons 
in  seai'ch  of  ’i^ickings , ” and  evon  by  quite  young,  childrou  who  pick 
over  rubbish  in  search  of  debris  for  purpose  of  play  or  for  taking 
home  to  thoir  parents.  There  is  obvious  serious  risk  to  the 
health  of  these  children  quite  apart  from  risk  of  injury, 

I would  urge  that  in  future  in  the  interests  of  health  and 
the  good-name  and  prosperity  of  your  Borough  no  land  in  tho 
proximity  of  dwellings  should  ever  again  bo  selected  as  a dumping 
site  for  household  refuse,  Evon  if  the  precautions  laid  down 
in  connoction  viTitii  tho  so-named  Bradford  tipping  system  are  complied 
v/ith  risk  of  nuisance  is  bound  to  exist,  and  moreover  such  dumps 
are  most  unsightly  and  disfigure  their  neighbourhood.  In 
addition  it  is  bad  practice  to  tip  household  refuse  on  water-logged 
land,  especially  that  liable  to  flooding. 

In  my  opinion,  in  viev/  of  tho  present  size,  naturo,  and 
population  of  your  Borough  and  its  obvious  future  expansion,  the 
tino  lias  come  for  a more  urban  method  of  refuse  disposal  to  bo 
inaugurated,  the  institution,  in  short,  of  a suitably  situated 
refuse  salvage  plant  v/orks  equipped  v/ith  an  adequate  modern 
destructor. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION; 

Under  the  scheme  adopted  by  your  Council  in  1940 
irxiunisation  of  children  up  to  tho  age  of  14  years  has  continued 
to  be  carried  out  on  a sessional  basis  under  arrangements  made  with 
private  practitioners.  The  prophylactic  used  has  been  Al^^ 
Precipitated  Toxoid, 

The  total  number  of  children  immimised  during  the  year 
1943  was  193,  According  to  tho  estimated  nimibor  of  children 
0-14  years  of  age  resident  in  your  Borough  at  mid  year  1946,  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  (3200)  the  percentage  protected  by 
immunisation  is  approximately  68^, 

The  total  nuraber  of  children  immunised  since  the 
inauguration  of  tho  scheme  in  1940  to  the  31st,  December  1946  has 
been  2174. 

Re -inf  or  cement  doses,  carried  out  were  37*. 

The  scheme  put  forward  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in 
November  1945  which  is  fully  detailed  in  my  Annual  Report  for 
1945  is  now  in  operation  and  liaison  in  the  matter  betv/een  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  myself  for  the  general  conduct  of  the 
scheme  has  been  entirely  satisfactory. 

3CABIES;- 

Cases  of  scabies  have  continued^  to  be  treated  at  the 
Cleansing  Station  at  Millhams  Street  Coimty  Council  Welfare  Centre, 
During  tho  year  1946,  59  cases  resident  in  your  Borough  v;erc 
treated.  In  addition,  a few  cases  h£\vG  received  treatment  from 
their  own  medical  attendants.  In  general,  medicament  employed 
has  boon  Bonzyl-benzoato  emulsion, 

VENEREAL  DISEASES: 

Defence  Regulation  33D.  Venereal  Diseases,  ib  administered 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer,  In  no  instance  during  tho  year 
did  the  nocossity  arise  for  serving  Form  2 upon  a resident  in  your 
Borough  Gusp’oetod  through  inform tion  by  two  informers  of 
contraction  of  Voncreal  Disoaso,  Arrangements  exist  for  infected 
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persona  to  attend  for  treatment  the  special  Department  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  and  West  Hants  Hospital,  Boscombe. 

VSRiaN  (BUGS); 

During  the  year  3 cases  only  of  infected  premises  needed  to 
be  dealt  mth.  Treatment  was  satisfactorily  carried  out  with 
"D.D.T.”, 

DISIIfFDCTIHG  STATION; 

During  the  year  122  mattresses  and  115  pillows  were  passed 
tiirough  the  Bactorol  Disinfectori  in  addition  a number  of 
miscellaneous  articles  'such  as  pillow-cases,  cushions,  and 
bedspreads  were  also  treated. 

I again  ejcprcss  my  opinion  that  in  vlovi  of  your  increasing 
population  it  is  desirable  that  a steam  disinfector  should  be 
acquired  to  replace  or  supplement  the  small  Bacterol  Chemical 
disinfoctor  now  in  use.  This  disinfector  was  acquired  over  ten 
years  ago  since  when  your  population  has  increased  by  approximately 
40  per  cent,  and  during  the  summer  months  your  resident  population 
now  becomos  very  considerably  augmented  by  holiday  visitors. 

Mr.  Fri ond  in  his  Report  stresses  the  importance  of  ensuring 
that  all  bedding  used  in  your  Council's  beach  huts  be  above 
suspicion,  and  advises  that  no  two  persons  be  permitted  to  use 
tho  same  bedding  unless  and  until  such  bedding  has  been 
disinfected,  I am  in  entire  agreement  with  this.  I consider 
that  the  demands  for  disinfection  in  your  Boroiagh  can  best  be  met 
by  installing  a steam  disinfector. 

NOTIFICATION  OP  BIRTHS  ACT|  VENBREAL  DISEASES  ACT  1917^  POOD  AMD 
DRUCrS  ACT;  I.IATERNITY  ADD  CHILD"" WELFARE  ACTS;  AND  MIDWIVES~ACT|' 
are  administered  by^tho  County  CounciT,  ~ 

LECLISL/.TION  IN  FORCE : 

See  Reports  for  1938,  1939,  and  1940. 

SCHOOLS  AND  CHILD  V/ELPARE: 


Tlie  Medical  Inspection  of  children  in  the  Schools  is  carried 
out  by  the  Staff  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  as  also  tho 
conduct  of  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinics,  Tuberculosis, 
Ophtlmilmic,  Orthopaedic,  Dental,  and  Ante -natal  Clinics,  all  of 
v/hlch  are  conducted  at  the  Millhams  Street  Welfare  Centre. 

The  general  health  of  infants  and  children  has  continued 
to  be  well-maintained. 

CENEPuiL : 

In  Janizary  1944  I reached  the  ago  of  retirement  and 
supe!tannuation,  Ov/ing,  hov/ever,  to  the  circumstances  of  the  War 
and  consequent  shortage  of  medical  officers  it  v;as  found  not 
practicable  to  appoint  a successor  to  myself,  and  I consented 
to  continue  in  your  service  until  such  time  as  this  became 
possible  I after  three  and  a half  years  that  time  has  now  come, 
arm  this  ?/ill  be  the  last  of  my  Annual  Reports. 

Wlion  I accepted  appointment  with  your  Council  in  1930 
I had  already  had  several  years  of  experience  in  Public  Health 
■work  in  cnc  of  the  largest,  poorest,  and  most  densely  populated 
areas  i’n  east  London,  ^.nd  I had  also  iiad  somo  exporicnce  in 
general  medical  practice,  Dur3.ng  the  first  Y/orld  7/ar,  apart 
from  service  at  sea  and  in  the  trcnchos,  I had  also  hold  Sanitary 

7. 


co”ii:iand.3  in  France,  and  I had  Ido  on  oelectcd  a a lecturer  in  Field 
Hygiene  at  a great  R.A.M.C,  Training  Centre  for  Medical  Officers. 

In  consequence,  I was  ahle  to  bring  to  boar  upon  the  sanitary 
problems  of  your  Borough  a fairly  wide  outlook* 

At  the  tirac  of  my  appointment  in  1930  the  area  of  your 
Borough  was  2352  acres  and  its  population  8728  persons.  In  1932 
under  the  County  of  Soutiiaiapton  Review  Order  your  boundaries 
extended  to  include  the  Parish  of  Plighcliff  and  part  of  the  Parish 
of  Hum;  the  total  area  became  5198  acres  with  a population  of 
13,109  persons.  Since  then  the  area  has  remained  unchanged  but  the 
population  has  greatly  increased  and  at  the  present  time  stands 
at  over  18,000  persons,  an  incroase  of  close  upon  40  per  cent* 

Prom  a somcwlmt  sleepy  old  world  town  Christchurch  with  its 
environs  has  become  transmuted  not  only  into  a populalt 
and  holiday  resort  and  a place  of  residence  attracting  retired 
persons  and  workers  of  all  categories,  but  also  into  an  industrial 
town  containing  several  important  and  .'woll-planned  though  not 
objectionable  factories  with  a high  proportion  of  skilled  artizans 
and  factory-workers  in  its  population. 

During  the  long  transitional  stage  many  important  innovations 
and  intricate  problms  of  sanitation  and  hygiene  naturally  presented 
themselves,  and  I am  able  to  record  that  in  many  respects  the 
general  sanitation  and  the  liealth  of  the  population  is  definitely 
better  than  that  in  v/hich  I found  it.  To  take  one  indication 
alone,  the  Infant  Mortality  Rato  - that  is  the  number  of  infants 
undor  on  year  of  age  dying  per  thousand  infants  born  - defined 
by  the  renowned  sanitarian  and  statistician  Sir  Arthur  Newsholmo 
as  "the  most  sensitive  index  of  social  v/elfare  and  sanitary 
improvements  which  v/e  possess”,  has  fallen  in  your  Borough  from  an 
average  of  59  during  the  five  years  1930-34  to  35  during  the  five 
3X;ars  19<:0-44,  as  against  33  and  52  during  the  same  two  quinquennia 
for  England  and  YAales  as  a whole;  a reduction  of  close  upon 
70  per  cent  as  against  20  per  cent. 

One  of  my  earliest  concerns  v/as  the  highly  unsatisfactory 
sanitation  of  the  Parish  of  Highcliff  V'/hero  the  ovorflovdng  of 
many  cesspits  vi/as  the  cause  of  numerous  complaints  and  particularly 
of  danger  to  health  of  children  through  serious  fouling  of  the 
sea-shore.  I pressed  continuously  for  main  sev/erago  as  the  only 
effective  remedy*  At  last  in  1956  work  upon  a sewerage  scheme 
was  commenced  and  was  coiaplctcd  in  December  1937;  by  the  end  of 
1938  no  less  than  400  connections  with  the  main  sewer  had  been  made, 
and  347  cesspits  and  42  pail-closets  were  abolished*  At  the 
present  time  practically  all  dwellings  in  Highcliff  arc  on  main 
drainage* 

Insanitary  dwellings  in  the  town  of  Cliris tciiurch  also  received 
my  particular  attention  and  many  inspections  and  measurements  of 
these  wore  made  by  mo  in  company  with  your  late  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr*  Crowther,  and  reported  upon  by  mo  to  your  Council,  particularly 
in  respect  to  certain  groups  of  very  insanitary  dwellings* 

Although  action  taken  by  your  then  Council  was  not  ns  thorough  as 
could  have  been  the  case,  in  1937  demolition  of  some  of  the  worst 
properties  was  carried  out  and  repairs  to  others  removed  to  some 
extent  a discreditable  blot  upon  your  Borough*  There  is  yet  room 
for  much  improvement* 

In  the  same  year,  1937,  a much  needed  Mortuary  designed 
by  myself  with  a Post-mortem  Room  was  erected  at  a suitable  site 
at  Quomps . 
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Following  tho  sorious  •unpastoui-’isod  nilk-borno  outbreak  in 
1933  of  718  caaos  with  51  doatlia  of  Typhoid  Povor  in  tho  areas 
of  Foolo,  Bourneraouth  and  Glia  is  t church,  of  which  29  cases  with 
5 doathn  occurred  in  your  Borough,  I stressed  tlio urgency  vyhich  I 
had  pressed  in  1930  for  pasteurisation  of  all  nilk  supplies,  cond 
contributed  to  tho  local  Press  <an  outspoken  article  upon  tho 
natter*  The  result  was  that  forthwith  seven  purveyors  applied 
for  and  were  granted  Licences  for  the'  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk 
in  your  Borough.  To-day  praotioally  all  nilk  consumed  in  your 
Borough  is  pasteurised  milk. 

In  1934  I submit  ted  to  your  Council  a scheme  for  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  but  your  Council  decided  to  postpone  adoption  of  a 
scheme  ponding  further  reports  upon  its  general  efficiency,  and 
it  was  not  until  1940  that  I succeeded  in  obtaining  consent  of 
your  Council.  Today  approxiaatoly  68  per  cent  of  children 
resident  in  the  Borough  arc  protected  against  the  infection. 

During  tho  War  years,  though  much  of  my  time  was  occupied 
with  the  organisation  and  maintenance  of  Air  Raid  Precautions 
Casualty  Sorvices  in  your  Borough,  my  main  concern,  in  view  of 
hoavy  troop  movements  in  your  aroa  and  influx  of  population  from 
urban  slum  areas,  was  tho  control  of  infectious  diseases.  In 
kcoping  with  most  other  Districts  in  this  country  no  outbreak 
of  infectious  disease  of  any  serious  nature  occurred.  In  addition 
ny  particular  attention  vsras  paid  to  tho  suppression  of  Scabies  and 
to  the  care  of  ailing  children  at  tho  Borough  Government  Evacuation 
Hostel  situated. at  New  Milton  for  which  I succeeded  after  some 
initial  difficulty  in  securing -the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  1941,  and  which  I administered. 

And  so  I take  my  leave  contented  that  in  those  and  in  many 
other  directions  the  gone.i’al  sanitation  of  your  area  has  been 
raised  to  a far  higher  level  than  that  in  which  I found  it,  but 
humblj’'  conscious  that  much  still  remains  to  bo  dono,  v/hicli  in  tho 
hands  of  my  successor  I have  every  reason  to  boliove  will  in  due 
course  be  accomplished* 

With  post  War  rapidly  expanding  development  of  your  Borough, 
apart  from  imnodia.tely  transitory  difficulties,  your  Council  will 
liavo  many  ncY^  problems  to  contend  with.  It  has  boon  a pleasure 
to  note,  as  your  Medical  Officer,  tho  keen  and  much  enhanced 
stanlard  of  vigilance  and  assiduity  in  matters  of  sanitary  and 
general  welfare  wliich  recently  elected  members  of  your  Council 
display.  This  augurs  well  for  tho  future  prosperity  and  growth 
of  your  Borough.  If  I may  bo  permitted  as  your  oldest  official 
in  age  and  almost  in  your  servico,  and  as  a burgess,  vdiose 
interest  throughout  has  boen  tho  advancenent  and  fair  name  of  your 
Borough,  to  rmkc  a suggestion,  it  is  this.  That  you  should  guard 
most  assiduously  against  any  tendency  to  allov/  ambitious 
commercialisation  or  exploitation  of  j'-our  marvellous  assets  which 
may  tend  to  mar,  disfigure,  or  oven  destroy  the  amenities  of  one 
of  the  most  lovely  beauty  spots  and  holiday  resorts  on  the  coast 
of  Bngl^^nd . It  is  common  knowledge  that  certain  once  not  very 
dissimilar  coastal  resorts  have  in  recent  years  become  so 
despoiled. 

Your  burgesses,  both  present  vrorkors  and  retired,  workers, 
are  entitled  to  your  primary  consideration  and  it  would  be 
iniquitous  to  permit  individual  mercenary  Instincts  and  cupidity 
to  destroy  their  rig htful^' enjoyment  of  hardly-earned  properties 
and  of  amenities  available  _to  all.,  • Opportunity  for  tired 
workers  from  olscw’here  to 'share  in  and  enjoy  tho  ' facilities  which 
your  District  can  and  does  offer  for  ideal  holiday  rest  and 
wiiolcscmG  recreation  is  wholly  ^^csirablc,  but  not  to  tho  detriment 
or  discomf orturo  of  your  rccidont,  population. 
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Tho  onus  is  upon  you  to  ensure  txoat  the  creat  traditions  of  your 
historic  town,  its  beauties,  cuad ' ancnitlos , shall  in  no  way  be 
impaired  or  despoiled. 

While  completing  this  Report  it  has  fallen  upon  me  to  attend 
at  Winchester  a meeting  af  which  selection  was  made  of  a candidate 
who  was  appointed  as  successor  to  myself  as  part-time  lledical 
Officer  of  Health  for  your  District,  combined  with  part-time 
appointmonts  as  lledical  Officer  of  ..Health  for  the  Tfural  District 
of  .Hingwood  and  Fordingbridgo  and  as  an  WiSsistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  The  gentleman  you  have  appointed,  since  he  at  present 
holds  office  as'~'an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  already  has 
some  general  knowledge  of  ^^"’nr  3orough,  and  this  kncjvlodge , I am 
Guite  sure,  will  very  materially  assist  him  in  f a:-iiliarising 
himself ' rapidly  with  the  many  sanitary  aspects  and  requirements 
of  the  area  wlilch  shortly  it  will  become  his  obligation  to 
administer,  I v/ish  him  all  possible  success  anrl  a 'corm  of  office 
under  your  Council  ns  pleasant  and  agreeable,  as  replete  with 
interest,  and  as  wholly  free  from  discordance  and  acrimony  as  ny 
own  has  been. 


Y/lthout  reservation  I am  happy  to  say  that  i have  met  ot 
all  times  with  the  greatest  courtesy  on  tho  part  of  yiur  Council 
and  also  with  tho  official  help  without  vdiich  tho  aims  and  work  of 
a Modical  Officer  of  Health  would  be  largely  ineffective  or^ 
abortive.  To  yoiir  several  Officers  in  particular,  past  and 
present,  I tender  my  very  sincere  thanks. for  tneir  unfarling 
generous  assistance  in  both  legal  and  technical  matcers  appertaining 
to  ny  office.  It  has  been  a privilege  and  pleasure  to  work  with 
all  of  them.  To  my  Clerk,  Miss  Cliallongor,  I express  j.iy  marked 
appreciation  for  the  conscientious  and  willing  manner  in  which  she 
has  at  all  tiraos  carried  out  clerical  duties  and  ^ for  tlio  tact  she 
has  invariably  shewn  in  connection  with  confidencial  secretarial 
matters  natural  to  ny  Department. 


In  my  retirement,  in  vi.o\7  of  my  ospocial  inccrcst  ane.  certain 
achievements  in  connection  v/ith  vital  statistics  ond  demographic 
encui.ry,  my  association  v\/iLth  che  Puolic  *Iealtn  oorvico  v/ill  not 
be  'cntiroly  broken,  and  I shall  follow  v^ith  deep  interest  the^ 
future  v/clfaro  and  progress  of  your  beautiful  Disorico.  I wish 
veu  all  prosperity  and  success. 


I am,  gentlemen. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


11th,  August,  1947. 


C.  CONYHRS  MORHELL. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAH 


Nur.iber’ of  inlar.bited  houses  1921........... .140o, 

it  »»  '»  

!f  it  n 1946....... 

” ” Dv/ollings  and  Shops  1946, 5450. 

Rateable  Value,  Slst.  December,  r9'46... £155,489. 

Swi  representod  by  a pcnnjr  rate,  1946 £617. 
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